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TROOP 3 NEWSLETTER 
 

Dear Parents: 
 
 The weather has certainly been very cold for spring.  Hopefully, we will have a turn in the weather soon and really 
be able to think that it is spring. 
 

We had our Troop Leader Council meeting on April 1 and we have put together our plans for the next two (2) 
months.  VT3-22 will not be taping the girls’ lacrosse game that was scheduled for Saturday, April 5

th
. 

 
 On Monday night, April 7

th
, we will have our bi-annual Parents’ Night at 7:30 p.m. in the sanctuary of the church.  I 

urge all of our parents and families to attend.  We will recognize all the scouts that have advanced during the past six (6) 
months, have a multi-media presentation on the activities for the past six (6) months and talk about the upcoming activities 
including summer camp.  This is an important event for all our scouts and parents to attend. 
 
 The Roundtable and Order of the Arrow meetings will be on Wednesday, April 9

th
, at 7:30 p.m. at the Lehman 

Methodist Church.  Our Troop Committee and Staff meeting will be at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, April 10
th
, at David Cooper’s 

house.  Any and all interested adults are always invited to the Troop Committee and Staff meeting. 
 
 On April 12

th
, from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., we will have a practice session for canoeing for all our new scouts at 

the BuxMont Unitarian Universalist Fellowship Church.  If your son is going on his first canoe trip then I would urge you to 
have him attend this practice session so he will be better prepared for the trip.  We will be practicing on the Neshaminy 
Creek.  If you go up Easton Road to Street Road and then turn right on Street Road you go about one half (1/2) mile east 
on Street Road and right before the bridge on the right hand side is the church.  We park on the church grounds and then 
put our canoes in the Neshaminy Creek right below the Church’s parking lot. 
 
 On April 14

th
, the rosters, duty rosters, menus and equipment lists are due for our canoe trip.  We were going to 

do an Investiture Ceremony that night but since we have not had time to go over the joining requirements for our new 
scouts we are going to postpone the Investiture Ceremony.  We will contact the parents of the boys who have not been 
invested to let them know the exact date we will do the Investiture Ceremony. 
 
 On Thursday, April 17

th
, in preparation for our canoe trip we will meet at the Hatboro Baptist Church at 7:30 p.m. 

to load the cars and trailers with the personal equipment and the troop equipment.  We need to do this because on Friday 
we need to get off early as we have a long trip.  On Friday, April 18

th
 we will meet at the Church at 5:30 p.m. and we will 

leave shortly thereafter.  We will be canoeing on the Capacon River.  The cost for the trip is $45.00 per person and $40.00 
for a second (2

nd
) son.  This will include the food which we are buying in bulk and then distributing to the patrols.  The 

reason for the high cost of the trip is to cover the gas and tolls.  If anyone has any problem with meeting the cost of the trip 
they should contact either Mr. Cooper or me.  We will return home around 5:00 p.m. and the boys should be ready to be 
picked up from the Church at 5:30 p.m. on Sunday, April 20

th
. 

 
  

Telephone:  

Home: 215-675-4929        

Office: 215-672-7660 

 

ROBERT M. JOHN 

Scoutmaster  

83 Home Road 

Hatboro, PA 19040 



The Philmont  training weekend is scheduled for April 25-27
th
.  The final payment is due for Summer Camp on 

Monday night, April 28
th
.  For those of you that have made the two (2) prior payments of $75.00 each, the balance is 

$200.00.  For those that missed a payment or have not paid anything at all, please note that the total amount due is 
$350.00.  If there is any problem making this payment, please contact David Cooper or myself.  The money is due to the 
scout camp by May 1 and therefore we need to have full payment by April 28

th
. 

 
 Our trip in May will be over the weekend of May 2

nd
 through the 4

th
.  This is to Knoebels and should be a lot of fun.   

 
 For those boys participating in the VT3-22 broadcasting program, there will be a boys’ baseball game on Friday, 
April 11

th
, from 3:00 p.m. to 5:45 p.m.  We have a girls’ soccer game at 6:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 17

th
.  We then have a 

boys’ lacrosse game on Tuesday evening, April 22
nd

, at 6:00 p.m.; a girls’ softball game at 6:00 p.m. on Monday night, 
April 28

th
, and a girls’ soccer game on Wednesday night, April 30

th
 at 6:00 p.m.  These times are all reporting times as the 

games will start approximately one (1) hour later.
 

 
 There is an Adult Training Course at Delmont Scout Reservation over the weekend of April 11

th
 – 13

th
.   This is the 

introduction to outdoor leader training.  Also coming up is the District Dinner on May 6
th
.  If any adults are interested in 

Wood Badge there will be a two (2) weekend course from September 5
th
 – 7

th
 and from the 19

th
 – 21

st
.  Both weekends 

are mandatory in order to complete the course. 
 
 For boys that are interested in being Junior Leaders in the troop they should take the Silver Stag training.  The 
deadline is May 31

st
 to sign up for the course from June 22

nd
 – 27

th
.  The deadline is June 30

th
 to sign up for the course 

from August 3
rd

 – 8
th
.  The deadline is August 31

st
 for the two (2) weekends course from October 3

rd
 – 5

th
 and October 10

th
 

– 12
th
.  The cost for the course is $225.00 but the troop will pay one-half (1/2) of the cost so the cost to the scout will only 

be $112.50.  Please contact me if your son has an interest in the course.  This is a great advance leadership training 
course that major corporations pay thousands of dollars for in order to get their people trained. 
 
 I failed to mention that on February 23

rd
 at the Cradle of Liberty Council dinner, Kyle Hallowell, made a 

presentation to the entire group.  This was an honor for Kyle as well as our troop and he did a great job. 
 
 On February 24

th
, Owen Adams instructed John Yale, Stu Gentry, Dan Murphy, Jim Garrison and John Jevit in 

CPR.  They have all completed the training.  We appreciate the extra time they took in order to get trained in this 
important procedure. 
 
 Over the weekend of March 1

st
 – 4

th
, we had nine (9) of our scouts and adults climb Mt. Washington and four (4) 

of our scouts, including one (1) adult, went skiing on the mountain.  We will recognize these scouts and scouters that were 
on this activity at Parents’ Night and also show a multi-media show of this activity.  Our special thanks to Dan Murphy, Jon 
Yale and Doug Pfeil for giving leadership to this trip. 
 
 On February 26

th
, Vince Gargiulo and John Pasquarello received a special den chief award from Pack 554 and 

assisted me in the cross-over ceremony. 
 
 On March 3

rd
, Gary Evans gave a great trail cooking demonstration at the troop meeting.  He put a lot of effort into 

his presentation and we greatly appreciate his extra effort. 
 
 On March 8

th
, Ben Schwartz, Mike Balot and Michael Corenzo assisted me with the cross-over for Pack 59.  Two 

days later, on March 10
th
, we had an Eagle Scout ceremony for Mike Wilks.  Our congratulations to him on achieving 

scouting’s highest rank.  Our thanks to Val and Bruce McCaffrey for doing the refreshments.  David Cooper took care of 
getting the rose and printing the programs.  Jack Burrell assisted me with the multi-media presentations.  Our thanks to 
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Wilks for providing the cake.  Jeff Thompson and Mike Bernard did a great job on presenting Mike’s 
credentials.  Patrick Cero, Brendan Fisher, Andrew Pfeil, and Kyle Hallowell also performed speaking parts and did a nice 
job. 
 
 On March 15

th
, we had our annual Ham Supper.  Our thanks to Steve Gilman for chairing this event.  Our  

thanks to Sue Hallowell who was in charge of the volunteers.  We made a little over $3,000.00.  We served in the dining 
room approximately 525 people.  This means we turned the dining room over three (3) times.  We also had about 200 
take outs.  Ethan McCulla won the ticket sales contest and received $50.00.  Kyle Hallowell took second (2

nd
) place and 

received $25.00.  Rob Waeltz took third (3
rd

) place and received $15.00.  Our thanks to Bob and Jeff Dieterly for helping 
Steve Gilman get all the supplies on Friday night before the dinner.  With the leftover food, Steve and some helpers made 
141 meals for the Aids for Friends program.  This is food that goes to shut-ins and people that cannot prepare their own 



meals. 
 
 Our thanks to Owen Adams who headed up the Greyhound Dog program on March 17

th
 for our scouts.  Our 

thanks also to Rob Walls who, together with his Border Patrol, presented a nice demonstration on cooking safety and  
food handling on March 24

th
.  We also had our Investiture Ceremony that night and we welcome all our new scouts into 

Troop 3. 
 
 On the weekend of March 28

th
, we camped at Haycock Mountain.  Dan Oden was in charge of the weekend 

event.  This is a lot of work and he did a great job.  We had a great team of adults assist our scouts over the weekend.  
The adult food was taken care of by Steve Gilman, Bob Waeltz and Owen Adams.  Stu Gentry assisted with the 
advancement.  Bob Waeltz also did a drug talk for the scouts.  Larry Wilks and Mike Bernard assisted me with the hike up 
the mountain.  Chris Selinsky, Bryan and Jason Graff and Taylor Lauer put on the “Scouts Own” service.  Helping with the 
advancement program were Rob Waeltz, Rob Walls, Andrew Yale, Jon Pasquarello, John Oden, Sean Brown and Sean 
McLaughlin..  Assisting with the equipment were Dan Murphy, Bob Dieterly, Scott Herbine, Larry Wilks, Owen Adams, 
Bob Waeltz, Andrew Yale, Jeff Dieterly and all the adults that drove for the trip.  A big thank you to everyone that was on 
the trip as it was a real team effort and I know I have not mentioned everyone’s contribution.    
 
 On March 29

th
, Chris Selinsky and Jack Burrell assisted me in taping the Hatboro-Horsham vs. Council Rock 

North Senior High School baseball game.  This will be up on television very shortly.  Also on March 29
th
, Patrick Cero, 

Matt Rabbi, Es Rabbi, Vince Gargiulo and Ryan Preston assisted me with the Pack 17 cross-over. 
 
 On March 31

st
, we had another Eagle Ceremony.  This time we saluted Shawn Allard as our newest Eagle Scout.  

Our thanks, once again, to Val and Bruce McCaffrey for doing the refreshments, David Cooper for getting the rose and 
doing the programs, and Jack Burrell for assisting me with the multi-media presentations.  Our thanks to Mr. & Mrs. Allard 
for providing the cake.  George Fesmire and Eric Gentry did a very nice job on the opening and closing ceremonies.  Our 
thanks to Eric McCulla who once again came through for the opening prayer and benediction.  Bob Waeltz did the 
presentation of certificates and Shawn’s brother, Joe, did the Charge to Eagle Scout.  Our thanks to everyone that made 
this a very nice ceremony. 
 
 The weather is bound to get warmer as we move into May.  I hope that everyone will mark their calendars so that 
none of our boys will miss any of the great events coming up with Troop 3. 
 
 I hope to see everyone at Parents’ Night on April 7

th
. 

         Very truly yours, 
 
Bob John 
Scoutmaster 
 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Month:  April  
Theme:   Water Activities 
Assignments:  Pre-Opening, Super Beavers; Opening, Renegade; Game, Venture; Closing, Wendy’s 6; Service, 52 
Letters 
Big Event:   Capacon River Canoe Trip, April 18

th
-20th 

Good Turn:   VT3-22 taping sessions – April 11
th
, 17

th
, 22

nd
, 28

th
 and 30

th
 

 
April 1, 2008 7:30 PM, TLC, Bob John’s house. 
April 7, 2008 7:30 PM, HBC, Parent’s Night. 
April 9, 2008 7:30 PM, Lehman Church, Roundtable and O/A meetings. 
April 10, 2008 7:30 PM, Dave Cooper’s house, Troop Committee & Staff meeting. 
April 11, 2008 3:00 PM, Baseball game at high school (VT3-22 taping activity). 
April 12, 2008 9:00 – 11:00 AM, Neshaminy Creek canoe practice session.  BuxMont Unitarian Church. 
April 14, 2008 7:15 PM, Troop Meeting, Canoe basics by George Fesmire.  Rosters, menus and equipment lists 

due for canoe trip.  No Investiture Ceremony. 
April 17, 2008 6:00 PM, Girls soccer at high school stadium (VT3-22 taping session). 
April 17, 2008 7:30 PM, Meet at Church to load cars with personal and troop gear. 
April 18, 2008 5:30 PM, HBC, Meet for Capacon River canoe trip. 
April 20, 2008 5:30 PM, HBC, Pickup – Scouts returning from trip. 



April 21, 2008 7:15 PM, HBC, Troop Meeting.  Patrol meetings.  Water safety demo by Matt Jevit. 
April 22, 2008 6:00 PM, Boys lacrosse game at high school stadium (VT3-22 taping activity). 
April 25-26, 2008 Philmont Training Weekend. 
April 28, 2008 6:00 PM, Hatboro Little League Field, high school girls softball game (VT3-22 taping session). 
April 28, 2008 7:15 PM, Troop Meeting.  Balance due for Summer Camp.  Total is $350.00. 
April 30, 2008 6:00 PM, Hatboro-Horsham High School stadium, girls soccer game (VT3-22 taping session). 
 
   


